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Taunton Flower Show 2011
News Release

issued by Adrian Prior-Sankey on 12 July 2011
Taunton Flower Show ready to bloom 

The distinctive white canvas of the big tents at Taunton Flower Show will soon be bursting into bloom in the Town’s Vivary Park ready for the annual extravaganza on Friday 5th and Saturday 6th August. Organisers of the biggest cultural event in Taunton’s calendar are confident of a great show with advance bookings already up on last year. 

Competition entries are still being welcomed for the 267 separate classes within 11 distinct categories including dedicated children’s challenges, photographic and wine making sections, alongside the traditional floral and vegetable features. Nearly £4,000 of prize money will be won by the green and nimble-fingered gardeners and craft exhibitors. 

Young people who visit the show are being encouraged to dress as Ancient Egyptians and participate in the range of themed activities including Egyptian dance under the guidance of local expert Shema. The junior visitors to the show will be enticed into an Egyptian Tell replete with Humphrey the M5 Camel alongside a Pyramid with Mummy-wrapping surprises as well as hieroglyphics, costume making, pottery, origami and face painting reflecting the theme. A climbing tower will offer older children a bird’s eye view of the showground. 
The combined Bands of the Fire and Rescue Services and Taunton Sea Cadet Band will both be making their first appearance at the show and contribute only part of the wide range of cultural and musical entertainment on offer. The full programme which includes ‘Chariots of Fire’, Jamie Squibb motorbike display, Heavens Gate dog display team and the Mounted Section of Avon & Somerset Police along with Dr Turberville's Morris dancers and a jazz band is guaranteed to delight and thrill the crowds who have so much more to enjoy beyond the horticultural displays under cover and in the open.  Designer gardens, including some created in front of an audience during the show, will provide inspiration for amateurs of all ages.    

Taunton Flower Show’s Marketing Director, Adrian Prior-Sankey, is upbeat about the 2011 event, ‘Everything is set fair for a great weekend. The huge spread of canvas helps us ‘weather-proof’ most of the treats on offer providing shade from the sun and shelter from a shower.  With a mix of traditional features and new attractions we are keen that no-one should miss out on the annual festival of family entertainment, fun and activities that is Taunton Flower show – a blooming good day out!
‘
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Organisers have once again extended the Show’s activities to include another popular Prom in the Park on the Sunday night which they hope will stir the patriotic and party-loving public to round off a wonderful weekend of fun. Following the rip-roaring success of last year’s Prom, the post Flower Show spectacular will be staged in the big tent again this year on Sunday 7th August at 8.00 pm. Prom patrons will again be encouraged to picnic in the park before joining nearly 1,000 others for the covered performance. In partnership with Taunton Flower Show, OrchestraWest and Amici will deliver a varied programme of popular music taking the theme ‘Some Enchanted Evening’ under the direction of local musical maestro John Cole.  The night will conclude with the traditional sing-along to favourites such as ‘Land of Hope and Glory’ and ‘Rule Britannia’ where flag waving is heartily encouraged. Full details and information about tickets can be accessed via the website: www.tauntonflowershow.co.uk
267 classes are available for competition entrants, including 41 Children's categories,
 sharing nearly £4,000 in prize money along with distinction of Gold, Silver or Bronze awards, many judged to have attained an RHS standard. 200 traders and craft stands will be in place to tantalise and tempt the thousands who visit Taunton’s longest-running summer Show. Visitors can enjoy hands on opportunities with floristry demonstrations and sugarcraft displays.  
In his introduction to the Show’s official programme and guide Chairman Bob Homeshaw writes, ‘Over the years our annual extravaganza has been variously described as ‘The Chelsea of the West’ and ‘Taunton’s community garden party’. It is precisely because the treats on offer are so varied that it is so difficult to sum up the show in a slick phrase. 

‘The organising team is comprised of volunteers who take the simple statement ‘a festival of fun and flowers for all the family’ as their remit as they labour throughout the year to put the show together. Supporting the core team is an army of men and women who willingly give up hours of their time to ensure the success of the 145 year-old jewel in the community’s cultural crown. 

Our visitors will be the ultimate judge of their efforts.

‘When making your assessment of the 2011 show we hope patrons will explore every nook and cranny of Vivary Park’s special places to discover the wide range of animal, vegetable and mineral delights on offer. We welcome the many entertainers who will assail the senses and perhaps even tempt some to engage in the terpsichorean traditions of Egypt.  

‘A special greeting is being extended to visitors from Taunton’s twin town of Königslutter in Germany who are guests of the show at the start of their biennial visit to the district. We are confident that the many facets of Taunton Flower Show will meet with the approval of our international friends and local residents alike. 
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‘So, whether you prefer flowers or fine food, vegetables or very fine wine, the arena antics or aspects of ancient Egypt, we trust there is something to entertain all our visitors. The enjoyment need not stop on Saturday if you choose to return for our magnificent ‘Prom in the Park’ on Sunday night.’

Chief Steward, Mike Welch, is also positive about the challenge of attracting more than 14 thousand visitors who want to enjoy a day in the park. He emphasised the tremendous value of Taunton Flower Show to local people who can easily make their way along to the event,
‘Taunton’s additional Park and Ride scheme now makes it easier than ever to access the town in comfort on a show day. 2011 is an ideal year to introduce new friends who can take advantage of the value for money with some admission prices fixed at 2007 rates. There really is something for everyone and a warm welcome awaits for children of all ages who decide to enjoy the varied experiences we have on offer. New competitions have been included for young photographers and master gardeners. The schedule for competitors is available from the website and entries are being accepted up until Noon on Friday29 July.’
The 2010 show piloted the use of plastic cards to enable show visitors to purchase their tickets more efficiently at the gate. The success of the scheme means that Credit and Debit cards will be welcomed again in order to speed the process of entry to the show but anyone wanting a bargain is advised to buy their ticket in advance at Taunton Tourist Information Centre or on line at www.tauntonflowershow.co.uk where they can enjoy a 10% discount. 

- ENDS -
Notes for Editors

Further information and images of previous shows and pictures of the entertainment providers and bands at this year’s event are available via the Show’s website or on request from the Show’s Marketing Director, Adrian Prior-Sankey, on 07973 252 346 or via e-mail at Adrianjps@aol.com 
· As part of an on-going recognition by the show of the contribution being made by 40 Commando Royal Marines to tough assignments worldwide, families of Royal Marines will be special guests of the show and admitted free of charge. 
· Perennially popular displays will be on view in the Floral Marquee highlighting horticultural exhibitors from across the country, including some who have shown at Chelsea, with an opportunity to purchase blooms and plants from the spectacular stands during and at the close of the show. The South West Orchid Society and the British Cactus Society will each mount a fine display of carefully cultivated and prickly exotic blooms, competing for awards up to Large Gold.
· Details of local Egyptian dance expert Shema can be found on her website at www.shemabellydance.com 
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· Taunton Flower Show is working in partnership with OrchestraWest and Amici to present a Prom in the Park on Sunday evening, 9th August under the musical direction of Dr John Cole. A retiring collection will be taken up by members of Taunton Rotary Club for the Shelterbox Charity. 
Tickets are available from Taunton Tourist Information Centre priced at £16.50 each, children under 12 priced at £5.

Tickets are also available to purchase online at www.tauntonflowershow.co.uk when purchasing Flower Show tickets or www.tauntonpromsinthepark.co.uk. All online ticket sales qualify for a 10% discount.
· The combined Bands of the Fire and Rescue Services will be performing in the main arena on both days and during the Beating of the Retreat on Friday evening visitors will be encouraged to make a generous donation to Musgrove Park Hospital’s League of Friends’ Scanner Appeal. The admission price is traditionally reduced at 5 pm on the Friday evening so organisers are hoping that the late arrivals will be willing to ‘donate the difference’ between the normal admission price and the reduced charge.  

· Show admission and ticket details: 

Show opens Friday 7th 11 am - 7.00 pm    Saturday 8th 10 am – 6 pm

Admission: Friday - Adults £9 over 60’s £7 Children £3 Under 7’s free

Saturday - Adults £8 over 60’s £6 Children £3 Under 7’s free

A Family Ticket is available for £18 both days which admits 2 adults and up to 4 children 

Tickets may be purchased in advance at a discount from Taunton Tourist Information Centre or on line – see the show website for details. 

Further information from www.tauntonflowershow.co.uk or telephone 0845 438 1958
No dogs are allowed in the showground except assistance dogs

For further information contact: 

· Marketing Director, Adrian Prior-Sankey, Tel: 07973 252 346 

E-mail: Adrianjps@aol.com
· Show Secretary, Caroline Seymour, Tel:  0845 438 1958 Mobile: 07794 407 758  

E-mail: info@tauntonflowershow.co.uk
· Prom in the Park Marketing officer, Elizabeth Williams, Tel: 07786 512254 

E-mail: liz.lizwilliams@gmail.com
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